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Honorable J. Loo Rankin, Gonoral Councel of the Pr esldont’g 
Co mm ission on tho assassination of .President Kennedy, called and stated 
Iheco mailers in regard to Mra. Marina Cswald and Jamos Herbert Martin, 
et cetera, are developing very rapidly and tho bureau baa boon very good 
about gelling reports to tho Commlusion. lie staled tho thing ho wanted to 
ask ino about seemed to bo something lie felt he ought to taka up with mo 
directly. Ila slated tho problem Is that Larina Oswald is now living at th8 
Ford’s and presumably tho Con: mission is going to want her back ono of 
those days and ho, nankin, presumed I know about tho Dixon matter, too, 
because I had written them, about it. Mr. Rankin stated ha would hate to have 
her Just run out on us, which 16 always a possibility, particularly down is 
. Dallas, and he was wondering about a stake out on her which would watch 
her and see who Is visiting her for a while. Mr. Lankin stated ha hated to 
recommend It or urge it In view oi the expenso Involved. I asked him how 
long he would anticipate It remaining on, and Mr. Rankin stated ha thought ' 

It would be according to my Judgment. 

‘ I told Mr. Panic In that we plan to interview her today, that we had 
waniod to do so List week but tho lawyer lor Robert Oswald was up bore in 
Wash nr ton and aclcod un before he left Dallas if we would postpeno any inter- 
view vlth hire. Marina Oswald until he got back from the hearing up here in 
Washington aa she was exhausted. I stated l would surmlss that ha would be 
back*;, hero this morning as I thought Robert Oswald ilnishod up with th@. 
Commlnslon last Friday. I stated we will want to Interview Robert, loo, os 
wo t|ro interested In the Nixon anglo tlrat dovoloped and also the affair sh® 

bad with heart Lip that we planned to conduct the interview of her today If skd 

in avaibblo fttkfalco of Robert Oswald If ho is avallabla. Mr. Rankin ctaiod 
—they asked Lob>rt Oswald why ha did not tell them about It -and ho said h® felt 
* * ‘ but la all his answers were <= 
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I elated tho thing In ths Nixon u . alter which doee not exactly ring sound i 

with me la knowing tho background 01 Leo Harvey Oswald and his makeup* 
temperamentally, et cetera, ho w tho wile would be able to lock him in a bathroom 
all clay without his kicking the door down bocause lie gave evidence of having a 
violent temper, Mr. Rankin commented also that he had boat her up on occasion. 

I elated that is the only angle ol that story which did not scorn to hold water. I 
etated she never mcniionoi it to us at any time nor did Robert Oswald rr.ontion^ 

U to ac and that is why we wanted to question her again because we have not ULkod 
to her sLnco she appeared before the Commission ond, of course, r.cbort Oswald 
wa^s bore in Washington. I stated it is a fact tout Richard Nixon was in Dallas 
qomclline In 1 9ci3, and Mr. Ranldn stated it wan November 21st, tho day before 
• . the assassination. I st’utod Nixon was Invited to receive some award and had to 
cancel out and he got down to Dallas just tho day before the assassination and 
the question it, was it at Dint particular time, as Mrs. Oswald’s story purports, 
that jfiiG locked Lee Oswald In the bathroom. I stated that did not make sense 
to me. 

I eUted ve can, of course, slako out tho place where Marina Oswald 
■Is now living and find out vho is going lu mid out to see her at this new place, 
but my question la, approximately how long dees Mr. Rankin anticipate) waiting. 

Mr. i Lankin stated he would leave that to my judgment. I stated I would think 
If y/o can Interview her today, if the new lawyer allows un to do so ana wo bavo 
no objection If be wants to be present even, and also Robert Oswald, that as 
Booa ab we finish thoso two Interviews and get the facto and unless there arc ' 

Bomo liber angles, that particular angle will then be pretty well boDled up nml 
we coil.rt get the information to the Comm l so ion certainly by the middle of this 
week. 1; Mr. Rankin stated Dint would bo very helpful as they havo Martin coming 
volunt rlly before the Commission on Thursday so if bo could get that information 
■ belore Lhnt, it vpuld be kolpful. I stated wo can do that and in the meantime we 
' - can pi the surveillance on Marina Oswald. 

If': . . * 

f ’ Mr. Ri.akln stated that one thing tho new lawyer, McKc-nrie (phonetic), t> 

did wa , to bring tho contracts with both Robert and Marina and while they have the [. 

usual , rovislon" ho also las the right to disclose anything in regard to this - . f. 

matter ho should learn Irrespective of tho client-lawyer relationship, : 

McXenzio assured Mr. Rankin and the Commission ho would ma.vO full and ?' 

complcto dlsclosuro of anything he discovered, so Mr. Rankin thinks wo will 
get full cooperation from JMcKenaio. 1 slated this fellow John M. Ifaoruo is 
contending: ho ifl hor lawyer. ' 
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hr. Rankin stated be has copies of letters from Thorne to ;» art in and 
in one he is terminating .Martin's relationship and tr.orc io another ono to 
h.rc. Marina Oswald from Thorne In which ho pretests the termination of his 
employment and 000 from Martin to both Thorne and Mrs. Oswald Whki 
can't be fired. I statod 1 thought be had issued a statement this rooming that 
he ie still ber "contractural lawyer," that while she has a right to hire as many 
advisors as she sees fit, ho Is still hor "contractural lawyer. 

Mr. Rankin continued that in Martin’s lettor be oayo he has sold 
various Interests such as TV rights to Tex-Italla Him (phonetic) and her 
memoirs to a magarlne of Hamburg, Cormany, and he has sold the picture . 
rights, et cetera. Mr. Ilankin stated Thorne’s letter says they ^centered 
in ro contracts Involving an excess ol $100, 000, so it can .be seen wtat is In 
I commented this is Just a nasty shakedown, notwithstanding her character^ 
that these two individuals are doing everything in their power to mav.o as each 
money as they can out of ber and tnla applies to the other fellow in hew Uor* 
connected with Ecc Cev. aid's mother,, 

Mr. Bank In stated that while working on this, be would H^meto 
keep an eye on this thing to see whether it looks at all iue^th.s gLia E. .L .„, - «■>* 
possibly with any idea of trying to get rid of Martin and Thorne. I 
was within the realm of possibility. Mr. Pankin Elated it Iooks like *^ L {rQnl 
- Oswald was pretty quick to do that, but on the other band, Robert wnnnld, from 
2S rTports is pretty straight laced and Mar. Rankin thought if she did not want 

them, ho would not have tolerated this. Mr Pankin elated I be thought 
niaybfc she got In with Oswald over in liussla that way and maj-oe othor things 
have happened over here, an Mr. Rankin £tatc%t looks Uke from oar re : x)rts 
It Is losslblo something went on before thoy came up to V.achlngton a nough 
Seerft Service did not think there was any opportunity, but he was cerUlnl/ 1 tog 
at i&fl any chance ho ba:L)I stated there was plenty of opportunity here wa-h- 
ln-4o 113 accordin'- to tiio Secret Service, (Martin and she stayed up to vimr 
television unU$£he early hours in the morning and the Secret oer vice man vta 
in £e corrldo^ so what went on in the room nobooy knows} I stMed U 
those angles wt hope to explore with her today. :• r. Uan.cln stat.- ^lta artln 
chasing her and doing all those thlng3 with hio wife around ho can imu ^ln* 

■ »o did when he was free from his wife. 1 stated 

far as his wife was concerned as thoy were open and above boa. a with tfu - wild 
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tout tl w*aM m unfortunate to ijave It get oat before the Coinutssloa 
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i . ” - ** l, J ** & eu i »1HU U]L* 1111X1"' mat f'TKrt 

;f r ,7 CcJ no W£c « u >° a Ioo: < tho picture ol f/rn. Carina Oswald wh-n 
nio- th tte Pl , a f 0 01 hcr ^^rde, u io Mnaost like two different 

nw, ' , p ,! hd £(?t0nd plcturo of Iie ^ eho la not unattractive, but the first 
picturo In Callus, wnen this occurred, shows hcr as sloppy and unattractive* 

lL J fn S h ft Q10 h° d / ^° l h °\ d 01 hCf aDJ CCt her flxed U ‘° and iUX Probably put Ideas* 

/ ??; !, C . L ~ tc t thorc Is no <2 JCeU& « ^ fellow Martinmas oak lag 



,, , * . . " — ^ ‘■ Ul - i tuueu mere teas no forci 

i nrn?, 1 M 1 fr D0G v. 3 U *°° n h -Hf e ad hio part > Cnd tWs J“ £ t makes her cat ac 

it 1 ^‘ Ued that Klnd 01 tWn - U U cet£ out before 

J 6 " n 1 d , t K°, COmb ^ l0n r0iiChC3 £ t onclasion ao to what and what 

3lt I^id* T* ° ?’ 1 fi aed U ' dy sb3 dId * ct tcI1 33 £b °- jt this Nixoa 

rnattei, I did not anew as eh a told us about the General Walker c atter I 

f^Af d fZ rc “ clica to l . t ; li3 busll) " 83 ^bout locking Leo Oswald in the bathroom ' 
is that there io sosnetolng fishy here because ehe Just would not bo able to do 
Lois because he had beat her up on occasion, was nasty to her, had a bad 
deposition, and could have gotten out by breaking the window or kicking the 
.door down and she would have been perfectly helpless and, further, ' ehe Ic-U • 
out want he did then, a a I don’t third: he would have taken it calmly. I elated 
it is » fact Mi on wae there the day bed ore the aesaueinatien and It will bo a 
eeneai -Onal story because he Is a former Vico President and very anti- 
carnnv.inist and General Walker is anticommunist and then tho President of 
tho United btates was there. I dated it is each a thing that you could cnlar^o on 
H ana havosouu| sensational etories, just like tho story of Dorothy K lk a lieu 
about the >BI fuf-nlshing assistance to Kuby, thatupon reading the article, you 
couki see it dope, r^t support the headline, but you have down there la Dallas 
theso blccdlr.q hearts” and '•tobotnlcrn" like aillgaUen, who will blow every- 
thing up as much as they can. I commented I had also wondered whore Life 
>.agaalno got that photograph of Leo Oswald with the puns, but I understand - 
they got It from the Dallas Police Department. I stated my first knowledge '*'• 
af it was when my attention was called to it by tho Eearet people who had an 
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• ' J 

advance copy as one of them called :ae and vunied to know who wan giving it I 

put and how it could bo copyrighted. If Mrs. Oswald sold It, that Is one Thins, j 1 

but if tho Dallas Police gave it to Life, it was public property, and I advised 
the ficarst people they ought nol to stir anything up on it, as wo did not know 
whether the Dallas Police gavo it out or if Mrs. Oswald sold it and if she sold : 

it, it woula bo 6uoject to copyright, bat Lf gl7oa out by & law enforcement agency, : 

ih would not be subject to copyright, ? 

i 

Mr. Pankln stated ho unde 2 stood from my letter that the Kixon affair ' 

really seemed to orlglnato from ilartln who had been told that by marina Oswald. 

I statod also Marina told It to r.ol>orl when he went to tho grave with her, so it ! 

came from those two sources. I stated 1 did not think we got It from Martin but i 

from Pobert. Mr. Donkin stated t!iul Marlin tho same day told Ifobert, but did 
cot cay how long he tad known it. I stated tho original information an I rocall, 
was. from Hebert who was told It by Darina and also by Martin as she told 
Martin about it. I commented that why they did not tell the Commission, I 
did not know. I asked Li Hebert Oswald was questioned as to that aspect, and 
Mr. Konkin ctated be was and ho on Id he thougnt the Commission knew it. I 
stated thoy aro going too much on assumption all tho way through. I elated 
that Is what worries mo ns It spreads out and gets to be a web almost. I etatod ; 
we have been checking carefully in .Mexico City and have additional agents down 
therokind every ono we run out fizzles out, but the average Mexican in my ; 

opinion is a psychological liar as they have visions probably of getting money ! 

or befog brought up for testimony, but so far there Is no confirmation of the I 

•various naglen, but wo have added men In Mexico to try to get lliat cleaned up • ' 

within 'the next week or ten days, but something more comes up every day. . 

Mr. It tonkin stated in connoctlon with the otnko out, to uco my own 

judgment, but b|fore terminating it, to let him know. Flo slated again ho did 

. nol w.ml to run jbp too much expense. I ctated if wo can get the interview today 

we will gel that! and ue may want to talk to Ibis lawyer that she now has and 

as soon us we got that wo will have tho facts which will bo sent in by wire. £ 

stated vo will then get it to him, hr. nankin, and I thought the Commission may 

then want to contidor getting her back quickly and getting it on record, because 

in the meantime? sho is going to be writing articles and books and she is bound 

• — to include this Dixon thing in It and if the Comraleslon does not haye it nailed 

down, it will become known. I stated Lee C3\vald was not an individual who appeared 

to-discuss thlng3 with his wife other tlvan the Walker situation. I statod that 

did occur and whllo wo aro not able definitely to swear that tho samo gun was used 
* » 

V. V; ... > 'I . ' . 5 * 



.T» or or r~r r%«C T ' 



»- Vi JVZ, 





i'ebruary 24, 19u4 

Memorandum lor Messrs. Tolson, Belmont, Rosen, Sullivan, Evans, DoLoach 



in tho Walker case as Ln the assassination, bocauso of tho mutilation of the 
bullet, there are many similar marks and you certainly could draw the conclusion 
it was the game gun, but it is one of those Instances where you can't say you 
aro 100 £ sure. , 

. Mr. Rankin stated there was one other thing - McKenzie told him that 
they had made a suggestion to tho 1 ords that Oocla. lord bo her new mana 7 cr. 

I stated everybody is going to move In on her and thrre will probably bo some 
others move In from other parts of the country, and being tho character she 
Lr, they need only to invite her out and entertain her a little and she would 
probably go because sbo is her own free agent now. 

Mr. Rankin stated he thought it well to chock from a stake out what 
kind of people are visiting her when she docs not know she in under surveillance. 

I stated we can also consider getting a telephone tap Ln there because there can't 
be any trial so any information would not be excluded in a trial, but if somebody 
were going to be tried it would bo a different thing. I stated we will get on it 
right away. 

12:15 PM • 

I called Ur. Joseph Shoo in tho Domestic Intelligence Division and 
advised him of Mr. Rankin’s call and klc desire to have, Lf possibles stake out 
obtire place whero Mrs. Marina Oswald is now living and he is very anxious to 
- know who mnv ^^^Ingjn^nd coming out ol that place seeing her In view o! 
th® turmoil Ei:h.u.rkuA,g,.^L.i. r 7 ] and also I think wo ought to consider placing; 
a technical on the phone whoro she is now living. I also stated that Dallas 
should be advised that we want to get Mrs. Oswald interviewed today, that wo 
had ij^old off because of the request of her new lawyer and I understand front 
Rani n ho seems to be a pretty decent fellow, that we ought to cce hor today and 
got tno details pi tho N’lxon thing. 

k ' - 

I stated tho Commission want c to bring hor back hero before them and ' 
thoy 111 just a s coon as wo get this information Iron our interview with tier. I 
fitatMl I thought we ought to interview Robert Oswald also as to the Nixon thing 
_ fceca -=ao she told him about it when he went out to the grave with hor. I stated 

- the I rst person the told was Martin who was her business manager and who 
had relatione v/lth hor. I stated A-.artln is under subpoena to bo back hero 
before the Commission so I doubt if we can interview him or II wo did whether 
ho would eay anything, but I think wo should interview her and ftebort and have 
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Fallas wire that In at once ns we ought to ect this material to the Commission not 
lumr tnan v> concsciny so oar manpower will not be tied down with curvelllir.g her 
and to a loo try to get a technical In. I told Mr. SLzoo it will run until they sub- 
poena her back before tnc Commission 2.8 I Euggcstcd to Konkin it Ought to lost 
only as long an It takes us to get the Information to the Commission. **1 stated 
she did not tell the Commission anything about it, that Robert did, bat she did 
not and they wont to nail it down and this co-called fc‘'TT ,,, T7 that took place 
at the hotel, but wo ought to get details of that froru her today and get any ether 
details we can ir o:o Robert and then wo ought to got L’iat by letter to Lho 
Commission not Liter than Wednesday, h r. Slcoo slatc-d it wouU be 2 discreet 
surveillance unknown to her to see who comes and goes to ecc her. I stated 
also If she c oxiio 8 out, .whero she goes, tnat It required discretion. I told 
Cizoo to also see that Dallas has sufficient manpower lor tho physical sur- 
veillance of her and tho people coming to lho house ought to be followed to ees 
who they are. I stated her now lawyer, L;cilcnzle, has suggested this man 
she is living with now become her business agent. I stated what the Commission 
is concornod about Is this sudden development as to her seduction and Mixon, 
as it cuay leak out, I told olzoo to gel hold ol Dallas and to get ctartod on it 
right away. hfr. Sizoo stated he would. • 1 



Very truly yours. 




John Edgar Hoover 
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